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Images are accessible now.
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My temporary boyfriend 
calls me person!
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distinct gestural passages of layered brushwork, a controlled pal-
ette, and a relationship between figure and background that seems 

flat yet also permeable. For example, the edges of the fruit in the 
bowl are undefined and appear to shift. an exploration of seeing. 
sometimes using paint directly from the tube. It is considered a 
finished work. Modersohn-Becker is also thought to be the first 

woman to paint female nudes. Some people were excited by what 
they saw as great progress, others feared that machines would 
make human beings obsolete.The public reacted strongly to the 

Eiffel Tower. Some people called it unsightly, a “stain” on the Paris 
skyline. One critic disparaged it as “a truly tragic street lamp.” 
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“Then we danced around like monkeys.”
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The night-shift doorman of my building belongs to that endangered species of peo-
ple who still smoke tobacco. In the ten-minute periods of beatific temporal suspen-
sion that make up the last cigarette of my working day and the first of his shift—the 
eternal return of his dark night of the soul—I’ve managed to strike up a friendship 
with him. What you have to do, he says when I get back, late and defeated, and 
we’re smoking a cigarette together—shivering on the steps of the building—is to 
get out of here as often as you can. That way you get to know yourself better. Only 
come back to have a bath and eat, never to sleep, because the more often you 
spend the night in different places—rooms, hostels, hotels, borrowed couches, oth-
er people’s beds—the better.
Sometimes the doorman and I light a second cigarette.

From Sidewalks — Valeria Luiselli
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